The World Bank's pledge at the Nutrition for Growth Summit should be the floor - not the
ceiling - of its support for global nutrition
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At the March 2025 Nutrition for Growth (N4G) Summit in Paris, the World Bank pledged
US$5 billion over five years, which amounts to only $1 billion per year in nutrition financing.
This falls significantly short of the $5 billion per year over three years (FY26—-FY28) that civil
society leaders, including the ACTION Global Health Advocacy Partnership, Global Health
Advocates, Results Canada, Results UK, SDG2 Advocacy Hub, Save the Children, and World
Vision International, called for in the lead-up to the Summit. The World Bank’s pledge must be
seen as the floor—not the ceiling—of its financial commitment to addressing the global nutrition
crisis, and should serve as a minimum benchmark for future ambition and action.

The World Bank’s past and current investments far exceed this pledge. Over the next few
years, the World Bank’s leadership on nutrition is urgently needed. The World Bank must
signal that nutrition remains a priority in light of the jobs and human capital agenda.

While the World Bank has demonstrated leadership on nutrition in the past, the 2025 pledge
falls below previous levels of investment. Civil society's_analysis of publicly available World
Bank data found that the Bank invested $3.6 billion in nutrition in FY22 across its International
Bank for Reconstruction and Development, International Development Association (IDA), and
related grant financing like the Global Financing Facility, and similar amounts in subsequent
years. Against this backdrop, the reduced pledge raises concerns about whether future
financing will match the scale needed to tackle the global nutrition crisis and reinforce the
Bank’s historical ambition and leadership on this issue.

With the launch of IDA21 in July 2025, the World Bank has a timely opportunity to course
correct its approach and reassert its leadership on nutrition. The scale of malnutrition remains
concerning. Every year undernutrition leads to 1.3 million cases of preventable child and
maternal deaths globally. Children’s undernutrition limits their productivity and ability to thrive,
costing the world at least $761 billion per year, or $2.1 billion per day. The World Bank can play
a pivotal role in supporting governments to prioritize and finance high-impact life-saving
nutrition interventions including strengthening health systems and community health workforce
so that they can increase the effective coverage of Essential Nutrition Actions. IDA21 presents
an opportunity for governments to leverage their IDA package toward essential human
development priorities—such as nutrition—that are foundational to ensure people, in particular
children, women and adolescent girls have the nourishment they need to survive, thrive and
reach their full potential. Investing in nutrition is a critical condition to ensure a healthy
population and that our future workforce can thrive.

To support this, the World Bank must start by aligning nutrition financing with its broader
development goals, particularly its universal health coverage (UHC) corporate target, and
ensuring that high impact nutrition health interventions are prioritized and taken to scale. The
World Bank must work closely with governments and with civil society to build the demand for
nutrition interventions at the country level, ensuring that investments are tailored to meet the
specific needs of the communities they aim to serve. Civil society stands ready to work with the
Bank to drive country-led demand, support implementation and ensure approaches are
informed by local needs and priorities.
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The nutrition crisis is urgent, and action cannot be delayed.

The global nutrition crisis has never been more urgent. Globally, nearly half of all deaths in
children under 5 years old are attributable to malnutrition and more than one billion adolescent
girls and women currently suffer from malnutrition.The rate of anemia is also increasing,
affecting 3 in 10 women globally. Additionally, it is estimated that 15% to 20% of all newborns
worldwide, representing more than 20 million babies, are born with low birth weight. On the
current trajectory, almost 600 million people are projected to be chronically undernourished by
2030.

The_Standing Together for Nutrition consortium, in a recently published analysis, finds that the
abrupt 44% cut in Official Development Assistance for nutrition has put 2.3 million children at
risk of losing lifesaving treatment for severe acute malnutrition and could result in an additional
369,000 child deaths per year. These global aid cuts threaten decades of progress and are
already leading to an avoidable crisis, with specific country examples highlighting the impact:
5.7 million children in Nigeria losing access to malnutrition treatment and Ethiopia facing a
critical shortage of therapeutic foods that will run out for one million children by May 2025.

The Nutrition Investment Framework has made clear that an additional $13 billion in evidence-
based nutrition interventions, which targets the immediate causes of malnutrition, is needed
annually to combat malnutrition over the next decade. Yet, rather than stepping up its
leadership, the Bank’s pledge represents a backslide that will leave millions without the critical
nutrition interventions they need.

A Call for Renewed Leadership and Strategic Prioritization

The World Bank has played a pivotal role in advancing global nutrition efforts, and now has an
important opportunity to continue that leadership by keeping nutrition central to its agenda. As
global crises converge and the burden of malnutrition grows, the Bank’s support for nutrition can
be a powerful lever to build resilience, promote human capital, and create jobs—especially in
fragile and conflict affected settings.

To ensure nutrition remains a priority, we urge the World Bank to take the following actions:

e Support countries in prioritizing nutrition within national development plans and
budgets, with a focus on those most affected by malnutrition. This includes providing
technical assistance and policy dialogue, and working directly with governments to co-
develop projects that strengthen the workforce—particularly community health workers—
essential for detecting and treating malnutrition.

o Ensure strong implementation of the IDA21 policy package to deliver on nutrition,
including greater transparency and annual reporting on nutrition indicators. This includes
ensuring consistent reporting on financing, committing to regular reporting on the impact
of nutrition investments, and that country-level accountability mechanisms and
community engagement are reinforced to track progress and inform decision-making.

e Align nutrition financing with the Bank’s UHC target to ensure high-impact nutrition
health interventions are prioritized within primary healthcare and UHC and taken to scale
to reach those most in need.
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o Enhance the use of the Crisis Response Window Plus (CRWH+) to integrate nutrition
into crisis prevention, preparedness, and response, especially in fragile and conflict-
affected settings. Technical support should be expanded to help countries build nutrition
into their emergency and resilience plans.

e Leverage the World Bank’s $9 billion agribusiness portfolio to improve food and
nutrition outcomes. This includes identifying nutrition as a key outcome of agribusiness
investments, supporting nutrition-sensitive interventions throughout food systems, and
ensuring these investments promote gender equity and prioritize smallholder farmers
and rural communities.

The Nutrition for Growth Summit presented an opportunity to reaffirm the Bank’s leadership in
addressing malnutrition. While the recent pledge did not fully meet expectations, there remains
a critical window to realign and strengthen the Bank’s approach. The World Bank must integrate
nutrition across its broader priorities—including health, jobs, food systems and human capital--
and reassess its NAG commitment and step up with the bold, ambitious financing and policy
support necessary to meet the scale of the crisis and the nutrition demand from communities.
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